
Transracial Adoption: A New Generation at MAPS 

The first large numbers of children 
adopted transracially into US families 
were from Korea in the 1950s, followed 
by the "Operation Babylift" children 
from Vietnam in 1975. At the same time 
that domestic adoption of African 
American and biracial children by white 
parents was increasing in the 1980s and 
1990s, other Asian, African, and Central 
and South American countries began 
placing children into predominantly 
white American families. 
 
Today, MAPS is still building families 
through transracial adoption. We still 
see proud parents, happy families, and 
thriving children. But we’ve learned 
from what the "first generation" of 
transracial adoptees now tells us about 
their experiences. An extensive survey 
by the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption 
Institute reflects some of the same 
themes that we hear directly from adult 
adoptees: 
· Identity is a key issue for those 

who grew up looking different than 
their families and their friends.  

· Most Korean adoptees said they 
experienced discrimination while 
growing up. In fact, race was a 
much bigger issue than adoption. 

· The desire to be "normal" and 
"ordinary" is ongoing. Although 
efforts like culture camp helped, 
many still remember feeling that 

they didn't totally "fit in" in their 
communities. 

· Over half of the survey respondents 
were searching for birth families 
or interested in searching. 

· Loss of original culture is another 
consistent theme. "The majority of 
the survey participants expressed 
more pain regarding the loss of their 
birth culture ... than the loss of a 
person or a relative as a result of 
adoption." 

 
A key recommendation from this exten-
sive research is that agencies expand 
post-adoption services to better support 
transracial adoptees - and all adopted 
children and their families - not just im-
mediately after the adoption but through 
the teen years and into adulthood. 
 
At MAPS, we receive calls almost daily 
from adoptive families and from young 
adults exploring these issues and 
searching for information, support and 
guidance. We hear from parents won-
dering about everything from obtaining 
proof of citizenship to conducting a 
birth family search to finding therapeu-
tic support. And we hear from adoptees 
seeking info about birth families, want-
ing to view their original adoption pa-
pers, and requesting assistance navigat-
ing relationships with birthparents.  
 
With the first MAPS children now in 
their thirties and new babies and chil-
dren just beginning their lives with their 
adoptive families, the range of questions 
and needs will only continue to grow. 
 
As a result, we are doing just what the 
Donaldson Institute recommends - ex-
panding post-adoption services to meet 
these evolving needs of adoptees and 
families. We offer webinars so that 
families can learn from our adoption 

experts; gatherings so kids and teens 
can make new friends who share com-
mon beginnings; post-placement staff to 
help with information searches; and free 
consultations with our clinical staff. 
 
To learn more about upcoming MAPS 
events and resources, please see the 
back page. And don’t be shy about call-
ing us with questions you may have 
about supporting your children as they 
grow. 

100 Brickhill Avenue 
South Portland, ME 04106  

Winter/Spring 2011�

WEBINARS 
TALKING TO YOUR CHILD ABOUT ADOPTION 
Wednesday, March 16, noon EST 
 
ADOPTED CHILDREN AND SCHOOL 
Tuesday, March 29, noon EST 
 
MULTIRACIAL FAMILIES 
Wednesday, April 13, 8:00 p.m. EST 
Thursday, April 28, noon EST 
 
BIRTH FAMILY SEARCH  
Wednesday, June 1, 8:00 p.m. EST  
Wednesday, September 7, noon EST 
 
Cost for each webinar is $5.  
 

ADOPTIVE FAMILY RETREAT 
FAMILY LEARNING CENTER WEEKEND  
Friday, May 13 - Sunday May 15 
Hyde School, Bath, ME 

BOWLING PARTIES FOR ADOPTED 
KIDS AND TEENS (ages 12-17) 
May 6, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Fairway Bowling, Natick, MA 
 
Friday, May 20, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
The Sports Arena, Bangor, ME 
 
Friday, June 3, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Yankee Lanes, Portland, ME 
  
Cost is $5 per kid/teen. 
 
FMI or to sign up for a MAPS event, 207-619-8305 or email 
familycircles@maps-worldwide.org. 
 

FACEBOOK AND  
TWITTER: JOIN US! 
Search Facebook for MAPS Worldwide. 
On Twitter, look for MAPS_WW.    
  

  
  
 

Upcoming Events 

ADVICE FROM OUR STAFF 
 
Read and listen! Talk to families that 
have parented children of a different 
race. Listen to young adults who grew 
up in transracial adoptive homes. Attend 
conferences, discussion groups, support 
groups, and webinars. Explore the writ-
ings of adult adoptees—there are many 
blogs and websites as well as books. 
Here are some book suggestions: 
In Their Own Voices: Transracial 
Adoptees Tell  their Stories (Simon and 
Roorda)  
I’m Chocolate, You’re Vanilla: Raising 
Healthy Black and Biracial Children in 
a Race-Conscious World (Wright)   
Once They Hear My Name: Korean 
Adoptees and Their Journeys Toward 
Identity (Lee, Lammert and Hess) 
 
Provide same race role models and 
mentors for your child.  
Get involved in your child’s school. 
Suggest a multi-cultural curricu-
lum. Give your child books with diverse 
characters and in which people of your 
child’s race are the heroes.    
Recognize that your child’s experi-
ences will be different than yours. Get 
comfortable talking about racism and 
teach your child to recognize racism and 
stand up against it. 
 
 



Many of us are feeling the strain of this 
difficult economy. But for those already 
living on thin margins, reduction of in-
come or loss of a job can lead to finan-
cial catastrophe.    
 
Here in Maine, we are seeing greater 
stresses on families and increased need 
for residential services. Young parents 
and their children are hit particularly 
hard.  
 
We are also seeing growth in young sin-
gle fathers in our residential programs. 
Since 1990 the number of single fathers 
in the US has risen from 850,000 to 2.5 
million. As a result, according to the US 
Census fathers now make up almost 15 
percent of single custodial parents. 
 
When Nate’s son Alex was born, the 
state was ready to take custody because 
of concerns about his mother’s ability to 
care for him safely. Nate entered our 
Stepping Stones family reunification pro-
gram and worked hard to learn parenting 

skills and prove his ability to provide a 
stable life for his son.  
 
The first single dad Stepping Stones 
graduate, Nate is doing a great job rais-
ing Alex. He is attending college and has 
his own apartment. Case management 
through StepUP! Family Services helps 
him access local services like childcare 
and gives him a place to turn with par-
enting questions and concerns. 

This winter, an especially cold and snowy one, has been a real challenge for families. Of particular concern 
is the increase in the number of homeless families and the changing makeup of those families needing ser-
vices.    
A new collaborative report in Maine shows that “young children, single moms and families dealing with dis-
ability are among the most vulnerable people in our community and need help not because they don't want to 
work, but because they are caught in the turbulence of a global economic recession, wages that can't make 
ends meet, fractured families and abuse.” For families that are already struggling, transportation and safe, 
affordable, accessible child care are two major barriers to education and employment. Almost half of those 
included in the study don't own a car, and most of those families have little or no access to any type of reli-

able transportation. Even if they did, finding childcare, especially for those who only earn the minimum wage, is another seem-
ingly insurmountable hurdle.  
We see this firsthand every day. This winter, more and more struggling families are turning to our residential and shelter pro-
grams. In the short term we provide a net of safety, warmth and security. But that is just the first step. Our clients have to work 
hard to build permanency for their children. With the security of a place to stay, they can take the first steps to creating a more 
stable life. They can pursue employment or education knowing that their children are safe and warm this winter. They can learn 
to manage personal finances, to access other community services, and to gain parenting skills. We see them leave our programs 
with a new job, a new start in school, or a first permanent home for their children. Most importantly, we see both parents and 
children leaving with a fresh chance at becoming self-sufficient, contributing members of their communities.  
Please join us in building stronger families and communities. And please remember that our services are here if anyone you 
know in Maine needs our help.  

 

HELPING BABIES IN INDIA 
 
A new MAPS collaboration is helping children in India’s 
orphanages. India is now arranging more domestic adop-
tions to find local homes for children, but many infants, es-
pecially those with medical issues, remain overlooked in 
orphanages and in need of one-to-one attention and early 
intervention.  
 
Our India Sisters Project, a partnership with adoption expert 
Dr. Laurie Miller of Tufts Floating Hospital and ASHA (a 
nonprofit group helping impoverished women in India) will 
close this gap in an orphanage in Pune.  
 
With women from ASHA serving as trained caregivers, the 
babies benefit from attentive care that they would otherwise 
go without, and the women gain job skills and income. The 
project began on December 1st, and we look forward to 
sharing future updates with you. 

 

Congratulations to these new adoptive families: 
 
China 
Kenneth and Jeanna and their daughter Evelyn, 1 
Thomas and Melissa and their daughter Thea, 1 
Richard and Anne and their daughter Cecile, 2 
 
Kazakhstan 
Jim and Cindy and their son Leo, 1 
David and Susannah and their daughter Zoe, 1 
 
India 
Steve and Lauren and their son Nagesh, 3 
Yogi and Pinal and their son Shridhar, 1 
Steve and Christine and their daughter Anjali, 7 
Mukund and Soni and their son Sumit, 1 
Ann and Bernardo and their daughter Anjali, 2 
Suhrid and Swapna and their daughter Anwita, 1 

Nepal 
Eliza and her daughter Sirjana, 2 
Marianne and her daughter Sunita, 1 
 
Russia 
Lisa and her son Daniil, 3 
Chris and Jane and their daughter Daria, 1 
 
Uganda 
William and Teresa and their daughter Hannah, 3 
 
USA 
Ryan and Kelly and their daughter Cassie, newborn 
Fortunat and Shana and their daughter Jasmine, newborn 
Jonathon and Dena and their son Noah, newborn 
John and Renee and their daughter Elizabeth, newborn 
Lawrence and DeAnna and their son Oscar, newborn 
Todd and Jessica and their son Quinten, newborn 

from the CEO 

 

GREAT JOB, EDDIE! 
 
Juan Pablo, nicknamed Eddie, is one of the Guatemala Six 
children whose orphanage closed two years ago. MAPS 
stepped in and created a foster care program for the six 
youngsters, providing ongoing funding for foster families, 
education and medical care. 
 
When we first met Eddie, he was a shy and withdrawn four 
year old. Over the last two years Eddie has really blossomed. 
Recently he proudly graduated from preschool—that’s him, 
below, showing off his preschool diploma and cap and gown. 
 
Thanks to support from our donors, the other children—
Anayely, Jackeline, Laura, Yury and Sonia— are doing well, 
too. Stephanie has just returned from Guatemala, where she 
was checking in on the children. We’ll post updates on  
Facebook soon with new pictures. 
 

 

Around the World 

We’re home!          

NEED FOR SERVICES INCREASING 

Stepping Stones centers are located in Bangor, 
Fairfield/Hinckley, Harrington, Houlton, Port-
land, and Saco, ME. 

RUSSIA TRAINING 
 

In October, MAPS social workers Sue 
LoBosco and Ava Sarafan  returned to 
Murmansk, Russia for the third install-
ment of our International Child Welfare 
Consultation and Training, which helps 
ensure that the social, educational, 
medical and emotional needs of children 
are met as they transition from orphan-
ages into local foster or adoptive homes. 
Two sessions, one for psychologists and 
social workers and one for foster par-
ents, explored grief and loss, attachment 
and bonding, and understanding of the 
child’s perspective.  

RUSSIA TRAINING 


