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A Brave Child and a New Mom: One Happy Family  

Sarah Thomson and her daughter Deva 
are loving every minute of their new life 
as a family. Although it feels like they 
have always been together, it was less 
than a year ago that Sarah, with her 
mother Barbara, traveled to Pune, India 
to adopt 18-month-old Deva. 
 
A few weeks ago they enjoyed a warm 
reunion with Minal Dani, our India 
Adoption In-Country Coordinator, who 
was visiting MAPS headquarters in 
Maine. The group reminisced about 
their time in India and the Thomsons’ 
first days as a family. 

 
“The great thing was how wonderful 
everyone was to us. We were emotion-
ally overwhelmed, confused and jet 
lagged. But Minal and MAPS’ other 
India staff were there with us every step 
of the way,” says Sarah. “That meant 
we could focus on Deva – what would 
make her more comfortable and what 
would make her transition easier.” 
 
Deva is from Sofosh Shreevatsa, one of 
seven orphanages that we work with in 
India. We continue to be impressed with 
the level of care and amount of informa-
tion provided at this orphanage, which 
has cared for more than 3,000 children 
and placed more than 2,200 in adoptive 
homes since 1973. 
 

“They were very welcoming to us and  
even had a ceremony to hand Deva 
over. I cried the whole time. Deva was 
asleep in my arms, and tears were just 
going down my face.” 
 
Despite the challenges of international 
adoption – the detailed application proc-
ess, the wait for child referral, and the 
coordination of travel arrangements – 
Sarah’s biggest challenge was getting 
over her initial fear.  
 
“They hand you this baby and in the 
space of one minute you go from not 
being a parent to being a parent. It is 
very startling.” 

 
“ I was so worried about Deva. I was 
afraid that she would be scared because 
I look so different, and I was worried 
about taking her out of her home into 
strange situations. I remember thinking 
that she was going to be so scared and 
so confused, and I couldn’t even tell her 
that everything was going to be okay.”  
 
Yet Deva was much braver than Sarah 
anticipated. “The most rewarding part 
was that she could be so close to us and 
was willing to try these new things... It 
was as if she was thinking ‘if you stay 
with me I’ll go to this place and I’ll go 
in this car and I’ll get in this airplane. 
I’ll do it!’” 

 
Sarah’s advice to those considering or 
in the process of adoption? “Have faith 
in the child. These kids are stronger 
than you think. It would have been eas-
ier for me if I had a little more trust in 
Deva and in her strength and courage.”  
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INTERESTED IN ADOPTION? 
Webinars are a great way for us to share info about adoption 
with people all over the country. Participants call a toll-free 
number and log on to our free live conference on any com-
puter.  
 
India: September 22 and October 20 at 3:00 pm EST 
Domestic: October 13 at 3:00 pm EST 
China waiting child: October 19 at 3:00 pm EST 
 
For all the details online, visit maps-worldwide.org/info/
webinars.html or call Sarah at 207-619-8309. 
 

MEDICAL ASPECTS OF ADOPTION 
The Floating Hospital for Children at Tufts in Boston holds bi
-monthly seminars for pre-adoptive families. For complete 
info, go to floatinghospital.org/OurServices/SpecialServices/
InternationalAdoption/PreAdoptiveSeminar. 
 

TALKING ABOUT ADOPTION 
Webinar: Talking to Your Children about Adoption 
November 3 at 7:30 pm EST   
Host: MAPS Clinical Supervisor Kristen Hirsch, M.Ed.,LCPC 
To sign up, call Meghan: 207-619-8305 or email  
familycircles@maps-worldwide.org. 
 
 

FIGHTING HOMELESSNESS  
Pregnant women, parents and chil-
dren are homeless in Maine. While 
incomprehensible to many of us, it’s a 
growing reality in our communities. 
At MAPS StepUP! Shelter & Transi-
tional Services, we provide the tools 
for families to gain control of their 
lives. In the past year, we have helped 
117 homeless women, 92 children, 
and one single father. Our shelter ser-
vices include individual goal setting 
and monthly evaluations, daily living 
support, life skills training, and access 
to community resources such as birth-

ing classes, parenting education, counseling, child care – and 
eventually, affordable permanent housing. If you know someone 
who is homeless, call our case manager at 207-775-4188. 

 

FACEBOOK AND  
TWITTER: JOIN US! 
Search Facebook for MAPS Worldwide. 
On Twitter, look for MAPS_WW.    
 

More MAPS News 

“Have faith in 
the child. These 
kids are stronger 
than you think.” 
      ~Sarah Thomson 

MAPS’ India Program 
 
Like all international programs, adop-
tion from India continues to evolve.  
 
India is now arranging more domestic 
adoptions to find local homes for chil-
dren in need, but intercountry adoption 
is still an option.  
 
Our India program opened in 1993 and 
is now one of the largest India adoption 
programs in the US. We are currently 
accepting new applications from:   
· Non-Resident Indians and Overseas 

Citizens of India who are open to at 
least minor special needs, and 

· families of non-Indian background 
interested in adopting an older 
child or a child with moderate to 
significant special needs. 

 
For more info about adopting from  
India, please visit us online at  
maps-worldwide.org, or contact Caitlin 
Henderson at 207-619-8310 or 
caitlinh@maps-worldwide.org. 
 
 
.  

Sarah and Deva, Minal, and Barbara at MAPS 



EMPLOYEE GIVING:  
PLEDGE TO MAPS! 
 

Fall is employee cam-
paign season. Whether 
your workplace partici-
pates in United Way, the 
Combined Federal Cam-
paign (our number is 
10365), or state employee 
appeals, please remember 
MAPS as you make your 
payroll deduction pledge.  

 
We send out a big “thank you” to all our 
workplace donors! For questions, call 
Meghan at 207-619-8305 or email  
familycircles@maps-worldwide.org. 

 

THE RIPPLE EFFECT 
 
Be remembered for making a differ-
ence in the life of a child. 
 
When you include MAPS Worldwide 
in your will, your generosity ripples 
through the years and across the miles, 
helping children today and tomorrow’s 
generations. 
 
Please join other families who are ex-
tending the ripple effect by making a 
planned gift. 
 
Call Meghan at 207-619-8305 or email 
familycircles@maps-worldwide.org for 
more info about how you can support 
MAPS now and in the years to come. 

 

PREVENTING TEEN 
PREGNANCY 
 
“I don’t regret having my children, but I 
know that if I’d had a program to help 
me understand, then I don’t think I 
would’ve had a baby until I was more 
capable of parenting.” 
 
Through our StraightTalk peer education 
program, young people share their sto-
ries about unplanned pregnancy and 
their perspectives about being a teen 
parent. This one hour program is avail-
able to schools throughout Maine. To 
learn more or to schedule a presentation, 
please call Shana Pike at 207-619-8313 
or e-mail shanap@maps-worldwide.org. 
 
 

Happy fall! We have just wrapped up a very productive 2010 fiscal year. It was a year filled with challenges and 
opportunities. The MAPS leadership, Executive Team and Board of Directors, with Deloitte Consulting’s gener-
ous pro bono assistance and support, led the organization through a major planning effort and reorganization. 
We closed programs that are not sustainable and opened new programs and services that are. The new programs 
expand our service delivery to at-risk children and families in the United States and around the world. It was and 
continues to be a real team effort. 
 
Our new and expanded programs and services include:  
Post Adoption Services: Over the years we have placed over 4,400 children into adoptive families. As these 
children grow up, their questions and concerns evolve. Our post adoption services are expanding to meet these 
needs. This fall we will launch an adoptive parents’ online community along with webinars for families.  

Wee Steps Child Care Pilot Program: Finding safe and affordable child care, especially for lower income parents and those with 
non-traditional hours, can be a struggle. This extended hours center will serve the community of Houlton, Maine.  
MAPS Community Counseling Program: MAPS has received its community mental health license in Maine, which enables our 
talented clinicians to reach more children and families.  
International Child Welfare Training : Two of our clinicians are heading to Murmansk, Russia for our third international child wel-
fare training, which helps Russian social workers, adoption officials and families to prepare for adoption. 
 
We are grateful to all of our 2010 donors and supporters. Your help and commitment to our mission has allowed us to continue build-
ing permanence and stability for children and families. 
 
With best wishes to you and your family, 
Stephanie Mitchell, CEO 

 
After Guatemala adoptions to the 
US were halted in 2008, six chil-
dren awaiting adoption were left 
homeless when lack of funding 
forced their orphanage to close. 
The future for Jackeline, Laura, 
Juan Pablo, Yury, Anayely, and 
Fatima looked grim. 

 
We knew that we had to do some-
thing to ensure the welfare of these 
children. With the help of our do-
nors, we launched the Guatemala Six 
foster care program so the children 
could attend school, receive proper 
nutrition and medical care, and—best 
of all—grow up in a loving family 
environment.   

 
Each month we look forward to the latest report on how the 
children our doing. Recently we heard about Yury’s pro-
gress as she recovers from mal-
nutrition, Anayely’s achieve-
ments in second grade, Juan 
Pablo’s love of computers, 
Laura’s shy nature, and Jacke-
line’s infectious laugh. The 
most exciting news is that little 
Fatima was able to return to her 
mother, who is now employed 
and better able to care for her.  

Congratulations to our new adoptive families: 
 
China 
Maria and her son San, 4 
Paul and Deb and their daughter Mia, 7 months 
Charles and Leslie and their daughter Min, 1 
Gerry and Patricia and their daughter Olivia, 1 
 
Kazakhstan 
Kristen and her daughter Amelia, 1 
Glenn and Vivian and their son Ruslan, 3 
Christina and her son Noah, 1 
Andy and Elizabeth and their son Lyle, 1 
Carl and Jennifer and their son Thayne, 1 
 
India  
Dinkar and Shelley and their daughter Sanjana, 1 
Ramana and Vasanthi and their daughter Ambika, 1 
Pramod and Malina and their son Gopal, 2 
David and Anuradha and their daughter Jeeja, 1 
Suneetha and her daughter Shali, 1 
Nita and Girish and their daughter Anushka and son Akhil, 1 
Tammy and Jeff and their daughter Halle, 2 

Russia 
Thomas and Janice and their son Andrew, 1 
Kristen and her son Evan, 4 
David and Denise and their son Sawyer, 1 
Brian and Susan and their son Maxim, 11 months 
Heidi and her daughters Elizaveta, 2, and Eliana,1 
David and Carolyn and their son Andrew, 1 
Derek and Chere and their son Dylan, 4 
  
USA 
Scott and Jennifer and their son Aidan, newborn 
David and Amy and their daughter Madeline, newborn 
Robert and Laura and their daughter Rosa, newborn  
Mike and Pam and their daughter Rita, newborn 
Daniel and Nicole and their daughter Cora, newborn 
Mark and Melanie and their daughters Sophie and Isabel, 
newborn 
 
Ethiopia 
Shannon and her son Tegbaru, 2 
Verne and Tara and their daughter Meaza, 3 
Scott and Coleen and their daughter Anya, 1 
 

from the CEO 

 

KIDS HELPING KIDS—  
A YOUNG DONOR PITCHES IN 
Jason Lyons, age 10, read about the Guatemala Six in our last 
newsletter and wanted to help. So he saved his allowance for 
months and sent in his donation along with a letter to the  
children. 
 
My name is Jason Lyons. I was born in Guatemala, too. And I 
came home to the USA when I was nine months old. I would 
like to be a friend of all of you. I hope to meet you one day 
soon. Please write back. Your friend, Jason 
 
Thank you so much, Jason, for your compassion and generos-
ity! Stephanie will bring your letter to the children when she 
travels to Guatemala in January. 

 

The Guatemala Six—Growing and Thriving 

We’re home!          


